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I JOHN 3:10-15 

John's letter has been compared to a spiral staircase because he keeps  
returning to the same three topics: love, obedience, and truth. Though these 
themes recur, it is not true that they are merely repetitious. Each time we 
return to a topic, we look at it from a different point of view and are taken 
more deeply into it. 
It seems like sometimes you cannot tell where a person stands or what side 
a person is on. There are many imposters and deceivers in the world, but no 
matter how crafty a person may be or how deceptive a person may be their 
true colors will sooner or later come out. Just like Dr. Geezer and Dr. 
Young. 
The Bible places every person is on one of two sides. Though some may 
get mixed up with the others, and though some intentionally seek to  
deceive, their true colors will come out. We can actually detect what side a 
person’s on because the Bible defines what it means to be on God’s side 
and what it means to be on the side of the devil and as we learned from  
V-10 there is only two sides. 
This passage of scripture gives us some discoveries about the sides of good 
and evil. 

I.  THE CLARITY GIVEN FROM THE SCRIPTURE (Vs. 10-13) 

A.There’s Illumination Given From the Scripture (Vs. 10) 
The first part of verse 10 refers back to the previous verses. John had given 
the good news about sin. Sin has been defeated and destroyed by the Lord 
Jesus and every Christian will not live and practice sin. John says that those 
who practice sin does not know God. 

B. There’s Instruction From the Scripture. (Vs. 11) 
John’s not preaching a new message, but the same message we’ve had 
from the beginning. The requirements have not changed, the standard has 
not been lowered, the expectancy is the same.  

C. There’s an Illustration From the Scripture 
 (Vs. 12-13) 

John says that Cain was of the devil. Because of Cain’s actions we de-
duct that he belonged to the devil. Cain was a murderer just as the devil 
is a murderer. Cain murdered his brother Abel (See Genesis 4:1-15). 
Murdered: means ‘to slay, slaughter, butcher, by cutting the throat.’ 
The word means to put to death by violence. 

II.  THE COMFORT GIVEN TO THE SAINTS  (Vs. 14a) 

John reminds the church of the settled fact that Christians know that they 
have eternal life. “Know”: means ‘to know absolutely.’ Christianity 
does not deal with speculation, but certainty. Born again believers in 
Jesus Christ know that they have conquered death and obtain life  
because of their faith in the living Lord Jesus. John is telling and  
encouraging the church to remember who they are and realize what they 
have. We have passed from death to life. (John 5:24) 
 

III. THE CONSEQUENCES GIVEN TO THE SINNERS  

(Vs. 14b-15) 
When a person does not love they give evidence that they have never 
experienced true life. They are dead in their sins. “Abides”: Is in the 
present tense which signifies the current and remaining position of the 
person that does not love. Those who do not love are those who are 
dead. Many churches are full of people who love conditionally. They 
love whom they want to love and when they want to love them. The true 

child of God will love at all times UNCONDITIONALLY.  

Bible teacher John Phillips wrote, “An act of murder demonstrates that 
the murderer is devoid of eternal life. And by the same token, hatred—
which is the root of the sin of murder—likewise proves that the person 
who entertains this murderous spirit is devoid of eternal life. Both the 
fruit and the root reveal the unregenerate nature of such a  
person.”  Warren Wiersbe wrote, “The issue here is not whether a  
murderer can become a Christian, but whether a man can continue  
being a murderer and still be a Christian. The answer is no.” 
 

Do you abide in death? Are you practicing righteousness and 
loving the brethren? Would you cast your burdens on Him? 
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