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STICKING WITH THE STUFF 
 

Series from 1 John on – Genuine and Confident Christianity 

 1 JOHN 2:24-27 
There are times when we are forced to change some things and there are 
times when we do not need to change things.  Many in our world want a 
change when things get a little tougher. This line of thinking has  
infiltrated the church. Many Christians want to give up when the going 
gets tough. God has not called us to give up or give in, but He’s called 
us to stick to the stuff. 
 
The word of God is telling us to be cautious about those who will try to 
lead us astray, be diligent in our faith, and to heed the warnings that the 
Lord gives us. Many Christians need to hear and heed the warning and to 
stick with the stuff.  Since the days of the early church, Satan has  
actively opposed the truth of God’s Word, especially with regard to 
the gospel.  The apostle Paul warned the Ephesian elders that “from 
among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to 
draw away the disciples after them” (Acts 20:30).  
 
In 1 John 2:24-27, the apostle continues the theme of avoiding spiritual 
deception. He shows us how to develop the discernment that we need to 
persevere in the faith. These verses show us some ways we can stick to 
the stuff. 

We’ll stick with the stuff: 
 
I. BY OUR ABIDING TRUTH. (Vs. 24-25) 

A. Our Permission. (Vs. 24a)  
John relates and exhorts the church to allow the truth to abide in them. 
“Abide”: it means ‘to remain, to take up a permanent address, or to 
make a settled home.”   
 
The Bible is the Word of God from Genesis to Revelation. All 66 
books of the Bible are God’s Word to us. If someone tries to sway you 
or give you a word of “knowledge”, then don’t listen to that because 
they are deceiving you. If it is not in the word of God and not  
proclaimed and confirmed by the Holy Spirit then it is not of God. 

B. Our Position. (Vs. 24b) 
John is telling the church that those who have truly believed will 
give evidence that they have received the Lord by their remaining 
in the Lord.  Our faith in the Lord Jesus gives us a position in the 
family of God. We abide in a vital and living relationship with our 
Maker! 
C. His Promise. (Vs. 25) 
Those who have believed the truth belong to the truth and will be 
blessed by the truth for all eternity. John says that God has  
promised us eternal life. The promise of God is irrevocable and 
God cannot lie. (Heb. 6-18-20) 
 

Next, we see, we’ll stick to the stuff 
 

II.  BY OUR ANNOINTING FROM THE TRUTH. (Vs. 26-27) 
A. The Purpose of the Letter. (Vs. 26) 
He wrote the church to make them aware of the deceivers. There are those 
outside the church trying to deceive the church. Deceive: The word means 
‘to lead astray or cause to wander.’ If Satan can cause confusion about the 
gospel, everything else is affected. 

B. The Presence of the Lord. (Vs. 27) 
1. Is a Gift to Us. (Vs. 27a) 

John teaches us that the presence of the Lord is a gift from the Lord. 
None of us deserve God’s presence. John tells the church that they 
have the anointing that was given to them. Anointing: (KJV Unction) 
the word meant to anoint with oil and is used metaphorically of the 
Holy Spirit. 

2. Is a Guide for Us. (Vs. 27b-D) 
(A.) The Source of the Teaching. (Vs. 27b) 
John testifies that the Spirit of the Lord dwells within the believers to 
guide them into righteousness and to guard them against  
unrighteousness. 
(B.) The Scope of the Teaching. (Vs. 27c) 
We must interpret verse 27 in its context and in light of the entire 
New Testament. John is not saying that the church does not need  
godly teachers to instruct the flock. If that were his meaning, he 
would invalidate this entire letter, which contains a lot of teaching! 
He would also contradict the apostle Paul, who taught that God gives 
gifted teachers to the church to help believers grow to maturity 
 (Eph. 4:11-16; Col. 1:28). The Bible teaches the doctrine of the 
priesthood of all believers. (John14:25-26) 
(C.) The Substance of the Teaching. (Vs. 27d) 
The Spirit of God (anointing) teaches us the truth. John 16:13.   
Remember that His supreme and central task is to make Jesus real and 
increasingly precious to us and, when He does that, He enables us to 
remain in Him.  
The enemy is actively spreading spiritual deception in the church. To 
avoid it, develop discernment through God’s Word and through the 
Holy Spirit. 
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