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“Going The Second Mile - 
As We Serve One Another” 

GALATIANS 5:13-15 

In this passage Paul begins by explaining V-13 our calling: we are called to 
liberty.  Paul then issues a caution: “Don't allow your liberty to degener-
ate into license!”  This leads to a commandment: “By love serve one  
another” (Gal. 5:13). The key word, of course, is love. The formula looks 
something like this: 

liberty + love = service to others 
liberty - love = license (slavery to sin) 

The Galatians were caught up in soteriological legalism, thinking 
they had to add works to grace to be saved or to maintain their salvation.  
Paul doesn’t want the Galatians to go from LEGALISM to LICENSE. He 
teaches that God has called us to LIBERTY so we could LOVE, not 
LUST.  What does it mean to “serve one another” and how can we do it? 
That’s the subject of this week’s “One Another” command, so let’s jump 
right in: 

I.  SERVING ONE ANOTHER IS GOD’S PATH  TO GREATNESS IN   HIS 

KINGDOM 

Turn with me to Matthew 20:25-28. In God’s kingdom, it’s  
serving others in love and humility that makes a Christian great.  Serving is 
God’s way of advancement in the Kingdom of God. 
 
II. SERVING OTHERS IN LOVE IS THE PREEMINENT WAY 

      JESUS INTENDED BELIEVERS TO FOLLOW HIS STEPS 

 

Several New Testament writers exhort Christ-followers to emulate Jesus in 
general. 

Paul says In Ephesians 5:1-2;  PETER says in 1 Peter 2:21; And 
JOHN says in 1 John 2:6. Now I want you to turn to John 13:4-15.  Being 
a servant was the most humbling position in Roman and Greek society. The 
servant was given the lowliest chores, the dirtiest work, the most difficult, 
demanding jobs, the things that no one wanted to do.  And one of the  
lowliest, humbling, nasty jobs a servant could be called upon to do was to 
wash the stinking, dirty feet of those they served. 
 

Jesus, more than anyone else on earth, showed this kind of humble  
servanthood, and He says, “I’ve given you an example, that you should do as I 

have done to you.” He’s saying to follow his example of humbly serving  
others. 

 

III.  PRACTICAL WAYS IN SERVING ONE ANOTHER 

What are Some of the Practical Ways That we can Serve One Another? 

1.  A Ministry of Prayer – remember what James says in 
James 5:16, 1 Thes. 5:25. 

2.  A Ministry of Acceptance - Romans 15:7 

3.  A Ministry of Listening and Silence - Ecclesiastes 3:7. 
Did you know that SILENT and LISTEN are spelled with 
the same letters? 

4. Ministry of Giving - Luke 6:38. This includes giving of 
time and self. Serve when needed, not just when  

  convenient. 
5.  A Ministry of Doing - James 1:22, Galatians 6:10. 

6.  A Ministry of Encouraging – 1 Thes. 5:11,    
    Ecclesiastes 4:9-10, 12 
 
7.  A Ministry of Enthusiasm – Eccl. 9:10 

 

My challenge to each of you to say, “I’m going to find a ministry in 
this local church where I’ll serve God to help advance the Kingdom of 
God, reach people for Christ, and help them mature in their faith.” 
Again, my plead to you is to:  
 

be a servant; be a servant;  

BE A SERVANT! 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+5%3A13

