
BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH OF ERIE 

James M. Duncan, Pastor 

JUNE 14, 2020 
 

“THE GOD OF HOPE IS FAITHFUL” 

LAMENTATIONS 3:21-23 

The Marine Corps has an interesting motto, Semper Fidelis, the short is 
Semper Fi. Perhaps you have seen that on windows or bumpers of cars Don 
Locke has it on his van.  Semper Fidelis are two Latin words that mean, 
“Always Faithful”. I believe that the language of scriptures says the same 
thing about God. When one chronicles and catalogs the actions and attitude 
of God from the Holy Writ, you would say our God is a God of unfailing 
faithfulness. 

As we looked at this 3rd chapter last Sunday we learned that the Jeremiah 
who was also called “the weeping prophet.” wrote this book during a time 
that he was very discouraged and in the pit of despair to the point that we 
noted. 

(1) Verse 7-9. He feels trapped 

(2) Verses 17-18. He says, I am no longer happy, and my future has       
been stolen from me. 

(3) Verses 19-20. I can’t stop thinking about my past and I have 
now become depressed. 

However, in Verse 21 is really the “hinge” on which the book, and  
Jeremiah's life turns around in a new and positive direction.  Friends, what  
Jeremiah did was something we need to do as well. We need to engage our 
will, and purposely and deliberately focus on things other than our 
problems. Force yourself to remember truth. 
Jeremiah the prophet who is grief stricken and verbally expressing his  
emotional agony. He is lamenting over Jerusalem being destroyed by the  
Babylonians, he is lamenting over the rebellious sins of Israel and the  
people of God being carried into captivity and Psalm 137 describes what 
was happening to Israel.  
The book only has five chapters, but in the midst of chapter 3 are these 
verses which are almost the middle of the book, Jeremiah pens words of 
God’s faithfulness. He is able to find some hope, some light, some joy in 
the middle of his lament. 

I. WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE FAITHFUL 

A. Define faithful 
 When we think about being faithful what comes to your mind  
 FAITHFUL Steadfast, dedicated, dependable, and worthy of trust.   
  
B. Examples of Faithfulness 

 For example, in 1 Corinthians 7:25 Paul tells the Corinthians church 
that by the mercy of God could be counted as one who is 
“faithful” (KJV) or “trustworthy” (NASB).   In Revelation 2:10 the 
church in Smyrna and subsequent readers are commanded “be faithful 
unto death.” and, in Ephesians 1:1 Paul addressed the letter “to the  
faithful in Christ Jesus.” 

II. GOD IS FAITHFUL 

How do we know that God is faithful? 

A. The Bible tells us He is. 

 1 Corinthians 1:9 “God is faithful, through whom you were called into  
fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord”.  Psa 36:5 “Your  
lovingkindness, O Lord, extends to the heavens, Your faithfulness  
reaches to the skies”.   
 
B. God models faithfulness 

 DEU 7:9 “Know therefore that the Lord your God, He is God, the  
faithful God, who keeps His covenant and His lovingkindness to a  
thousandth generation with those who love Him and keep His  
commandments”. 
C. Faithfulness is central to God’s character. 

 We find that faithfulness or trustworthiness is something that has to be a 
central part of who God is. 

III. GOD’S FAITHFULNESS FLESHED OUT 

You see Jeremiah was focused on God’s sovereignty when he spoke 
about God’s Great Faithfulness.  When we talk about the sovereignty of 
God, we are talking about the fact that He oversees the universe. Now 
how does that effect our everyday lives? 

A.  Because God is Faithful, we can have confidence when we pray. 

B. Because God is Faithful, we can have victory over sin and  
       temptation. 
C.  Because God is Faithful, we can have courage when we are 

afraid. 

The prophets point was: when you do not understand what is going on, 
and when things are not going as you would like, you can have courage 
in times of trouble—if you understand that God is FAITHFUL and that 
is why He is the God of HOPE.   


