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1 TIMOTHY 2:8-15 

I’ve always thought that being a TV weather forecaster would be a pleasant job. 

You don’t have to report on war or tragedies; you just get on camera and tell 

everyone about the chance of rain or snow or clouds or beautiful sunshine. 

Being a pastor is kind of like that at times. I didn’t write the Bible, but I am 

commanded to PREACH the Whole Council of God’s Word. I just try to report 

what it says.  I confess, if I could write the script myself, I would not write it as 

Paul did. But being a Christian means obeying apostolic doctrine, not changing 

the message to be more compatible with our times. 

Anyone who knows me very well,  knows that I have a profound respect and  

admiration for the women of this great church family.  It is always my heart’s  

desire to esteem and give dignity to our ladies whenever I can.  I pray and hope I 

can bring clarity and not more confusion to this important subject of the role of 

woman in the church.  

In this passage of Scripture, Paul was correcting a problem in the Ephesian 
church.  Ephesus was a sensual city, with temple prostitution devoted to the  
worship of the goddess Diana (or Artemis).  Apparently some church women 

were dressing in a sensual and extravagant manner, so Paul corrects this by  
telling Timothy the pastor how godly women should adorn themselves  (2:2-9)

These verses have nothing to do with male chauvinism. The feminists' fight is 
not with Paul but with God. In fact, I very much agree with Ann Richards the 

former governor of Texas who used to say, “If you want something  
announced, give it to a man. If you want something done, give it to a  

woman.”  And I say AMEN AND AMEN! 

Now V-11 is often what really causes real consternation and bewilderment with 

woman and let me try my best to explain.  The word translated “subjection” in  
1 Timothy 2:11 is translated “submission” (NKJV) and “submit” in  
Ephesians 5:21-22 and Colossians 3:18. 

 

It literally means “to rank under.”  Anyone who has served in the armed forces 

knows that “rank” has to do with order and authority, not with value or ability.  

A colonel is higher in rank than a private, but that does not necessarily mean that 

the colonel is a better man than the private. It only means that the colonel has a 

higher rank and, therefore, more authority. 

The emphasis in this section (1 Tim. 2:9-15) is on the place of women in the  
local church. Paul admonished these believing women to give evidence of their 
submission in several ways. 

1.  MODESS STRESS V-9 
The word translated “modest” (1 Tim. 2:9) means “decent and orderly”, means 
to be free from shame.  Modesty is simply not dressing in a way that calls  
attention to yourself, either through seduction or extravagance.  
“Shamefacedness” literally means “modesty, the avoidance of extremes.”   
“Sobriety” comes from a Greek word that means “having a sound mind and 

good sense” also it means “self-control, complete command of one's  

passions.”  Paul admonished the Christian women to major on the “inner  

person,” the true beauty that only Christ can give. He did not forbid the use of 

nice clothing or ornaments. He urged balance and propriety. 

2.  GODLY WORKS V-10 
Christian women should display personal godliness and practical goodness. 

Now Paul was contrasting the “cheapness” of expensive clothes and jewelry with 

the true values of godly character and Christian service. 

3.  QUIET LEARNING V-11 
“Silence” is an unfortunate translation because it gives the impression that  
believing women were never to open their mouths in the assembly. This word  
denotes tranquility from within. The adjective form is translated “peaceable”  
in 2:2. 
Paul states that the women should learn and learn in the church. “Learn” means 

to understand.  The Bible teaches us that we are all one “positionally” in Christ 

Jesus, but as we live out our faith, we have different roles “practically.”   

4.  RESPECTING AUTHORITY Vs. 12-15 
Women are permitted to teach. Older women should teach the younger women 
(Titus 2:3-4). Timothy was taught at home by his mother and grandmother  
(2 Tim. 1:5; 3:15).   
Paul gave several arguments to back up this admonition that the Christian men in 
the church should be the spiritual leaders. 
 The first is an argument from Creation and the second argument has to do with 
man's fall into sin. Satan deceived the woman into sinning (Gen. 3:1ff;  
2 Cor. 11:3). 
 
Paul laid down a general principle that encouraged the believing women of that 
day. Their ministry was not to “run” the church, but to care for the home and 
bear children to the glory of God (1 Tim. 5:14).  Well, that’s the forecast, folks! 
If you don’t like it, remember, I don’t make up the weather; I just report it! 
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