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“FIGHTING THE GOOD FIGHT OF THE FAITH!-TO 

AVOID SPIRITUAL SHIPWRECK!” 

 

1 Timothy 1:18-20 

As we begin this new year, I am going to begin a new series from  

1 Timothy as we go chapter by chapter and verse by verse in this 

Pastoral Epistle or letter.  Paul’s great concern about this church 

was that they continue steadfast in “SOUND DOCTRINE”  

( Vs. 3; 10). 

 

Now if you don’t know it, let me tell you this morning that we are 

engaged in SPIRITUAL WARFARE and this warfare is on many 

fronts: Culturally, we are at war - Spiritually. we are at  

war - Morally,  we are at war. 

 

We are all familiar with well-known shipwrecks like the RMS  

Titanic which sank in 1912 with over 1,500 of her passengers lost 

at sea.  Then there was the Italian cruise ship Costa Concordia 

which capsized and sank after striking an underwater obstruction 

off … Tuscany, on January 13, 2012, with the loss of 32 lives. 

Paul was shipwrecked four times himself.  He describes 3 of those 

events in 2 Cor. 11:25, and his 4th one was on his way to Rome in 

Acts 27.   

 

How can we identify a person whose faith has been shipwrecked?  

Lack Of Persistency 

Lack Of Passion. 

In this passage Paul gives Timothy Five Steps in Fighting the 

Good Fight of Faith to Avoid Spiritual Shipwreck.  

STEP 1: 

FOLLOW THE WORD - “this charge I commit to you” (v. 18a) 
“Charge” is a military term referring to a superior issuing  
commands and mandates to a subordinate. It is an order from our  
Commander-In-Chief. 
 James states our duty clearly in James 1:22-25. 
 

Step 2 : 

FULFILL YOUR POTENTIAL - “according to the prophecies  
   previously made concerning you.” (v. 18b).   

Step 3: 

FIGHT A GOOD SPIRITUAL BATTLE - “that by them you may 
wage a good (fight) warfare.” (v.18c). This fight of faith 
is called by Paul the “good fight.”  Fighting the good 
fight is all about be prepared as Paul warns us in  

 Ephesians 6:10-18 . 
Step 4: 

DEFEND THE FAITH - “having (holding) the faith” (v. 19a)  

 “THE FAITH” he is referring to is the Word Of God 

and the doctrines that we believe and hold dear, that is 

“Sound Doctrine” V-10 

Step 5: 

BE FAITHFUL “having… a good conscience” (v. 19b).   
Pastor Ray Stedman has some very instructive things to say 

about the conscience. He writes and I quote: 
 

Our final consideration will be where in the final portion of verse 
20 Paul says, “whom I “delivered to Satan that they may learn not 
to blaspheme.” What does this phrase “delivered to Satan” mean?  
He was to be excommunication which is a function of the local 
church and not an apostle.  The purpose was remedial and not  
punitive. 
You and I have the responsibility maintain the right course; do not 
assume the ship will steer itself!  In this New Year of 2019 let’s 
keep - 
  

 OUR DETERMINED COURSE in 2019 and  

Fight the Good Fight of Faith to  

Avoid Spiritual Shipwreck. 


