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The Greatest Prayer Ever Prayed – 

The Real Lord’s Prayer 

 

John 17:1-5 

I hope you left your shoes at the door when you came in today, be-

cause we’re on holy ground.  The Lord is still walking along the Geth-

semane road. We have been listening to him talk to his followers.  

Now, what a privilege is ours as it were to eavesdrop on the Son of 

God when He prays.  

And so, I want us to look into this chapter for the next several weeks 

as we study and digest the Real Lord’s Prayer.  Matthew 6, which 

starts out, “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,” 

would be better called the  

Disciples Prayer. 

Let me make several observations about this prayer as we start this 

series. 

1. THE SETTING OF THIS PRAYER 
V-1 “When Jesus had spoken these words” (ESV).   

Next, we see… 

2.  THE PERSON PRAYING THIS PRAYER 
"These words spake Jesus and lifted up His eyes to heaven." 

Then we see . . . 

3.THE PERIOD IN WHICH JESUS PRAYED 

“Father, the hour has come." That is this prayer was a prayer at a 

particular period of time.  

 
 
 

You'll see that there were at least three things that compelled Him to 

pray:  

1.   He had just culminated His teaching. 

2.   Now He was going to be separated from them. This was a time   

of separation. 
3.   And then Jesus is praying when He's about to face the cross. 

Then lastly, we see… 

4.  THE PURPOSE OF THE PRAYER 
That God would be glorified. Notice in verse 4. 

Hear me today - God’s sovereign purpose and plan is to glorify Him-

self and His Son through the cross. To glorify God is to display His 

perfect attributes so that others will marvel at who He is. It means to 

make Him look good, as He truly is. 

The cross also demonstrates God’s love, mercy, and grace.  Christ 

died for the sins of all mankind that whosoever will can come to Him 

for salvation, but only those who come to Him will be saved and those 

that come to Christ for salvation are called the ELECT.   

In verse John 17:2, Jesus states that eternal life is a gift, not some-
thing that we earn. The verb, “to give,” occurs 17 times in Jesus’ 
prayer in John 17 and more often in John than in any of the other gos-
pels. 

Then Jesus defines eternal life, drawing together verses John 17:1 and 
John 17:2, (John 17:3).  The essence of eternal life is to know the 
only true God and to the extent that we know God, we see Him in all 
His glory.  Eternal life is not just quantitative (lasting forever), but 
also qualitative (the wonder of knowing the only true God and His 
Son, Jesus Christ). 

Then, Jesus prays (17:5). Before Jesus came to earth in flesh and 
blood, He lived in eternity past with the Father and shared in the glory 
of the Father.   

Eternal life comes through knowing God. But, Jesus isn’t talking 

about head knowledge. He’s talking about having a deep experience 
through an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ.  But you’ve got to 
ask. You’ve got to believe Jesus really loves you, that He died for 

you. 
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