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“THE PRIORITY OF PRAYER!” 

1 Timothy 2:1-4 

We live in a society which declares right wrong and wrong right. We 

live in a nation where most of the people around us live as if God were 

dead or at least irrelevant? We find ourselves in a situation not a little 

unlike Daniel’s. How do we live for God in a confused and confusing 

world? 

Paul addresses the subject of prayer in our text for today. The importance 

of prayer is emphasized in two phrases: “I exhort/I urge” and “first of 

all.”  “I exhort/urge” carries the idea of urgency.  “First of all”  

connotes priority. “First of all” does not mean first in time, but first in 

importance. 

I see three main thoughts in this scripture passage. First the . . . 

I.  TYPES OF PRAYER V-1 
 A.  Petitioning – (Supplication) - This word can also be translated 
“request.” No one will make a request of God if they never sense their 
need. 
 B.  Personalizing – (Prayers) 
The word translated “prayers” in 2:1 refers to prayers offered to God. 
Such prayers involve an awareness of God's power and an emphasis on 
personal devotion.  This word describes intense and earnest prayers. 
 C.  Pleading (intercessions) 
The Companion Bible says this has to do with “confiding access to God, 

giving prominence to childlike confidence in prayer.”  This word 

speaks of an ADVOCATE WHO IS SPEAKING IN BEHALF OF 

ANOTHER. 

 D.  Praising (giving of thanks) 
This phrase communicates the idea of expressing gratitude in all things 2 

Thess. 2:18.       The Second truth in this passage is . . . 

II.  TOPICS FOR PRAYER VS 1E-2 
 A.  People in General V-1e - That we should exercise them on 
behalf of “all men.” 
 B.  People in Government V-2 
1.  Those Who Wield Supreme Authority V-2a - “For Kings” in other 
words Nero. Our complaints and criticisms of those who rule over us 
should be aired in heaven at God's throne. 
 2.  Those Who Wield Subordinate Authority V-2b 
We are to pray for “all that are in authority.” When Paul gave this exhortation, 
he had everyone in mind who wielded power, everyone from senators who held 

power in Rome, to soldiers who were visible on provincial streets. 

So first “the Types of Prayer; secondly, the Topics of Prayer and 

now Thirdly we see: 

 

III.  TARGETS IN PRAYER VS 2C-4 
 A.  From the Human Dimension V-2c 
1.  A.  Stable Environment - The word translated “quiet” here means 
“tranquil and refers to tranquility arising from without, from the ab-
sence of outward disturbance and persecution. The word translated 
“peaceable” refers to tranquility arising from peace within. 
2.  A Steady Encouragement  
“To Godliness” here means “to be devout, to adopt an attitude that is 
pleasing to God.” It carries the idea of reverence toward God.   
“To Goodness” - The word translated “honesty” in 2:2 denotes gravity 
or dignity and conveys the idea of decency and decorum. 
Then we see a second Target of Prayer is: 

 

 B.  From the Higher Dimension Vs.3-4 
1.  The Pleasure of God V-3 - Here Paul makes a profound statement 
about salvation. 
2.  The Purpose of God V-4 - The Lord not only loves all men, but He 
desires that all men be saved. God doesn’t make anyone get saved, but 
He desires that all men be saved.  Just as Peter tells us in 2 Peter 3:9 
and even as we see in the O.T. Ezekiel 33:11. 
Warren Wiersbe wrote, “Though the death of Christ is efficient only 
for those who trust Him, it is sufficient for the sins of the whole world.”  
I believe that the doctrine of a “limited atonement” is a false doctrine 
as we learn from 1 John 2:2. 

I am absolutely sure about the truth that “God so loved 

the world” and that “whosoever shall call upon the name 

of the Lord shall be saved”.  Are you saved and sure you 

are going to heaven at death?  

 If not, why don’t you do that today as we pray. 
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