
BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH OF ERIE 

SERMON OUTLINE   

By James M. Duncan, Pastor 

SEPTEMBER  9,  2018 

 
Series #6 Understanding the Book of Jonah 
 

THE PREACHER ON THE RUN  
IS NOW A RESPONSIVE SERVANT 

 

Jonah 3:1-4 

Thank God that He is the God of the second chance! When we mess up 

and blow it He does not discard us or destroy us! God is a God of grace 

and mercy and forgiveness. Throughout Jonah's time of rebellion, God 

was displeased with His servant, but He never once deserted him. 

Jonah’s repentance brought restoration in his life.   

REPENTANCE: is a word that describes a person turning around once 

he realizes he is going in the wrong direction.  It is an about-face.  There 

are some important factors in coming to repentance and restoration to 

God that Jonah had to go through. They are: 

Recognition 

Remorse 

Repentance 

Reassignment 

This text reveals some marks of a responsive servant. 

 A responsive servant: 

I.  WILL ACCEPT THE MISSION OF GOD  Vs.1-3 
A.  REQUIRES HEARING Vs.1-2 

God prepared the fish to swallow Jonah, commanded the fish to relin-

quish Jonah, and now He re-commissioned Jonah. God brought His re-

bellious child to a place that He could hear the word of God. God’s mis-

sion to Jonah was to go to Nineveh and preach. 

The mission to Jonah was not to preach his feelings, his opinions, his 

own wisdom, but he was commissioned to preach the Word of God.  

God speaks to His servants so that His servants can speak for Him. 

A responsive servant will accept the mission of God. In verse 1-2 we’ve 
seen that first that requires hearing. Next in verse 3 we see: 

B.  REQUIRES  HEEDING  V-3 
Jonah did what the Lord commanded. God is pleased with our obedience. 

 In chapter 1:2 God told Jonah to arise, in verse 3 Jonah arose and 
went his way.  

 In chapter 3:2 God told Jonah to arise, in verse 3 Jonah arose and 
went God’s way.  

Four times in this book, Nineveh is called a "great city" 
 (1:2; 3:2-3; 4:11), and archaeologists tell us that the adjective is  
well-deserved.  

(1) It was great in history,  
(2) It was also great in size,  
(3) The city was great in splendor and influence and  
(4) Nineveh was great in sin.  
 

In verses 1-3,  we noticed that a responsive servant will accept the  
mission of God. In verse 4, we see that a responsive servant: 
II.  WILL ANNOUNCE THE MESSAGE OF GOD  V. 4 

  A.  AN  IMMEDIATE DECLARATION V-4 

Nineveh was not expecting Jonah.  But when Jonah showed up in Nine-

veh, God showed up in Nineveh. When the word of God was preached 

the Spirit of God convicted the sinners of sin.  God always honors the 

preaching of His word and God always uses the preaching of His 

word. Remember Isaiah 55:11. 

On the first day’s walk Jonah cried out. “Cried” - this is the same word 

for preach in verse 2. Praise the Lord! This is scriptural evidence that a 

preacher has a right to rise his voice and even shout.  When we are  

passionate about the message of God then we will compassionately cry 

out to a hurting, sinful, and lost world. 

In the last part of verse 4,  we see the contents of the message as it will 

be: 

B.  AN IMMINENT DESTRUCTION V-4b 
Jonah did not preach a watered-down message; Jonah did not preach a 
message to tickle the ears of the Ninevites. Jonah preached exactly what 
God told him to preach.  Throughout Scripture, the number forty seems 
to be identified with testing or judgment. 
 
It has been well said, “The true function of preaching is to disturb the 
comfortable and to comfort the disturbed.”  We must proclaim that all 
have sinned, and there is a coming judgement, and there is forgiveness for 
all at the cross through the Blood of Jesus. 
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