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Series #8 Understanding the Book of Jonah 
 

THE PREACHER AND HIS MOTIVES FOR SERVICE 

 

Jonah 4:1-4 
If this book had ended at the last verse of chapter 3, history would 

have portrayed Jonah as the greatest of the prophets. After all, 

preaching one message that motivated thousands of people to  

repent and turn to God was no mean accomplishment. 

But the Lord doesn't look on the outward things; He looks at the 
heart (1 Sam. 16:7) and weighs the motives (1 Cor. 4:5). That's 
why Chapter 4 was included in the book, for it reveals “the 
thoughts and intents” of Jonah’s heart and exposes his sins. 
In chapter 4 the focus of the story returns to Jonah. We read of his 

wicked, ungracious reaction to Nineveh's repentance and revival.  

The remarkable thing is that God tenderly dealt with His sulking 

servant and sought to bring him back to the place of joy and  

fellowship. 

Are you serving Jesus for the right reasons? Why do you do what 

you do? This passage gives us some insights about our motives for 

service. 

I.  THE ANGER OF THE PROPHET V-1 
Jonah was angry because the people repented, and that God  

forgave them. God relented from bringing the disaster on the  

people of Nineveh.  Jonah was mad because the pagan Gentiles 

received the same forgiveness and mercy that God showed to the 

Jews. 

Our service for God ought to be: 

 Prompted by the Love of God 
 Motivated by the Spirit of God 
 Done for the Glory of God. 

Then in Vs. 2-3 we see: 

II.  THE ATTITUDE OF THE PROPHET Vs.2-3 
A.  The Mission Was Senseless to the Prophet V-2 

1.  His Frustration Was Evident V-2a. 
He prayed his best prayer in the worst place, the fish's belly, and he 

prayed his worst prayer in the best place, at Nineveh where God 

was working. His first prayer came from a broken heart, but his 

second prayer came from an angry heart. 

2.  His Fleeing Was Explained V-2b 
We know that Jonah admitted that he fled toward Tarshish, because 
he did not want the Ninevites to be saved from judgment. That is 
exactly what happened.  God knows our hearts and He knows why 
we do what we do. Jeremiah 17:9-10 

3.  God’s Forgiveness Was Expected V-2c 
Jonah did not have love for all people like God has. What Jonah 

knew in his head never changed his heart. 

What a tremendous revelation about God! No, heathen nation ever 

knew a God like Jonah's.  This truth about God, which should set 

joy bells ringing in every human heart, actually filled Jonah with 

rage.   

B. The Motive Was Selfish by the Prophet V-3 
We see that Jonah’s motive for service was selfish by his selfish 
request. Jonah asked to die.  If we are going to make a difference in 
this world and be different from this world then we have to be  
motivated by the love of God. 2 Corinthians 5:14 
 

III.  THE ANSWER TO THE PROPHET V-4 
God answers Jonah with a probing question.  Jonah experienced the 

grace of God, but he didn’t want the Ninevites to experience the 

grace of God. 

Great Bible Lesson from Jonah: Obedience without love is  

drudgery and love without obedience is hypocrisy. Jonah finally 

went and did what God called him to do, but it was drudgery in the 
prophet’s life. 
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