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“STEPHEN A EVERYDAY HERO -  

   WHO STOOD TALL WHEN IT COUNTS”  
 

Acts 7:51-60 

In the 6th chapter of Acts, we are introduced to a man named Ste-

phen, which means “crown.” He was a Greek speaking Jew and a 

deacon who became a gospel preacher.  He was and Everyday  

Hero Who Stood Tall When It Counted. 

Stephen was a key figure in the early history of the church. But 

apart from historical role, he was significant because of his charac-

ter as STANDING TALL WENT IT COUNTS.  I see three main 

things we can learn from this EVERYDAY HERO. 

 

I. To Stand Tall When It Counts Means:  
 Determine to Be Ready 

We see that there is a rich fullness about him. In Acts 6 - The 

word “full” means that he was complete or “fully covered 

over.” 

Whenever God is at work, opposition rises up. Look at verse 9.  

Verse 10 then tells us that they couldn’t stand up against “his wis-

dom or the Sprit by whom he spoke”. Stephen now has the oppor-

tunity to answer the charges in chapter 7. 

 

Now the second lesson we learn is: 

II.  To Stand Tall When It Counts Means:  
       DECIDE to be BOLD 
Look at 7:51-53.  To be stiff-necked means to have never surrendered 
to the yoke of a master. 

Look at Vs. 52-53 - Stephen not only takes on their fathers for their 

faithlessness; he also calls them out using the personal pronoun 

“you” also. Their response is immediate and intense in verse 54.  

And the third lesson we learn is: 

III.  To Stand Tall When It Counts Means:   

 DELIGHT TO DIE WELL. 
I read somewhere that the task of a pastor is to prepare people for a 

good death. 

He had a full life and died a good death. Notice how he faced death: 

1.  He faced death with a focus on Jesus. (Look at v.7:55) 

2.  He faced death with Scripture in his last words V-59 

3.  He faced death with forgiveness in his heart V-60 

4.  He faced death like going to sleep V-60 

Let’s Put into Practice on how: 

 To Stand Tall When It Counts: 

1.  People are watching how we live and how we die. 

2.  God moves us to get His message out. 

3.  Pray for persecuted believers 

4.  Don’t miss God’s salvation 


