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“The Parable of Being Ready for  

Christ Return” 

Luke 12:35-48 

You know that the Boy Scouts motto is: “BE PREPARED”  

Which desires to instill in the scouts a readiness for any  

emergency. The scout should never be taken by surprise. He is al-

ways to be ready. He is to “BE PREPARED.” 

So, in this parable Jesus was talking about his own return to this 

earth. He is speaking about the period between his ascension and 

his second coming. During this time each of his people  

(his servants) should be watching and waiting for his return. 

 

I see three main truths that we are going to cover this  

morning from this parable. They are: 

 

WAITING – WATCHING – AND WORKING. 

First, we see: 

I. WAITING FOR CHRIST’S RETURN  Vs.35-36 
 
Here is a COMMAND FOR EACH OF US. The EVS says v-35 

this way: “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning.”  

The focus here is on the man's servants, who are expected to stay 

busy and awake during his absence. 

 

 

 

 

Next, in this Parable - we see: 

II.  WATCHING FOR  HIS RETURN  Vs.37-40 
 

Here we see CELEBRATION  

1.   First, there is a Great Promise V-37.  
2.   The Lord next talks about the need for 
       Great Preparedness (12:38-39) 
3.   In V-38 the Lord mentions the Nearness of  
      His Coming. 
4.   The Lord mentions also the Nature of His Coming 
      in V-39 
 

Here is a word of CAUTION.  Not everyone is as ready as the  
servants in the parable.  JESUS IS COMING!.  
He has not advertised the hour, but He has hinted at the watch  - it 
will be after dark, sometime between 9 p.m. and 3 a.m., sometime in 
that six-hour period. 
 
Lastly, we see in this Parable a third truth: 

III. WORKING WHEN HE COMES Vs.41-48 
 
Our responsibility is to be faithful when He comes. We may not  
appear successful in our own eyes, or in the eyes of others; but that is 
not important. The thing God wants is faithfulness (1 Cor. 4:2). 
 
Jesus did not directly answer Peter. Instead, Jesus indicated that there 

are two groups with respect to his absence prior to his return. One 

group is faithful, and the other group is not.  Once a believer starts to 

think his Master is not coming back, his life begins to deteriorate. 

The 2009 movie Hachi: A Dog Tale staring Richard Gere is based on 
a true story of the love and devotion between a dog and a man. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+12%3A38-39
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+4%3A2

