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“The Parable on Faith and Forgiveness” 
 

Luke 7:36-50 

 
Where do you see yourself in this passage? 

1. Too many times we see ourselves like Simon the Pharisee: labeling     

        others. 

2. Too many times, we see ourselves like the woman: labeled by  

       others. 

3.   Too few times we see ourselves like Jesus: seeing self and others  

      correctly. 

Jesus didn’t accept the labels the Pharisees were putting on Him. They 

were incensed that He would forgive this woman: “Who is this man who 

even forgives sins?” 

They saw themselves as better than others. They couldn’t see their own 

sin; their own awfulness. Funny how we see other’s sins more clearly 

than our own; we see other’s sins as worse than our own. AMEN! 

We see three truths in this parable of Faith and Forgiveness. 

I.  THE REPENTENT WOMAN Vs. 36-38 
It was customary in that day for outsiders to hover around during ban-

quets, so they could watch the "important people" and hear the  

conversation.  Remember also that Jewish rabbis did not speak to women 

in public, nor did they eat with them in public. 

This event is only found here in Luke’s gospel and nowhere else in the 

Gospels records. She came to show the Lord love which was real—not 

the kind of degrading 'love' which she had previously dispensed.  In  

V-38 we see her heart of love for the Saviour. 

What was Jesus' reaction to her presence? We are told in verse 47,  
'her many sins have been forgiven.' The Lord used the past tense in 
saying this.  The woman admitted she was a sinner and gave evidence 
that she was a repentant sinner. 

 
The second truth is a: 

II.  THE CRITICAL HOST  Vs. 39-43 
V-39 Simon was outraged. He held his tongue, but the Lord read his thoughts. 

Now Simon extended no courtesies to Jesus when He entered the home for the 

meal. There were three simple things that were done to make guests feel wel-

comed in a person’s home in that culture.  There was no water for Jesus, there 

was no kiss for Jesus, there was no oil for Jesus. 

If we are honest with ourselves, we are a lot more like Simon than we are like 

the woman. We look at our own religious actions and think that somehow, we 

are better than those who are outside the church. 

Vs. 40-43 The parable does not deal with the amount of sin in a person's life but 

the awareness of that sin in his heart. Look at what Jesus now said to Simon. 

The Parable of the Two Debtors could be easily referred to as the parable of the 

two attitudes as well. 

“A man loaned money to two people – 500 pieces of silver to one and 50  

pieces to the other.” (NLT) To put this into the proper perspective, you need to 

know that one denarii was what a common worker got paid for a day’s labor, so 

one man owed 500 days and the other 50 days. 

How much sin must a person commit to be a sinner? Simon and the woman 
were both sinners. Simon was guilty of sins of the spirit, especially pride, while 
the woman was guilty of sins of the flesh (see 2 Cor. 7:1).   Forgiveness is a 
gift of God's grace; the debt was paid in full by Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:7; 1 
Peter 1:18-19). 

The third truth we see is: 

III.  THE FORGIVING SAVIOR Vs. 44-50 
The woman was guilty of sins of commission, but Simon was guilty of sins of 

omission. 

Jesus did not reject either the woman's tears or her gift of ointment, because her 
works were the evidence of her faith.  How did the woman know that her sins 
were forgiven? Jesus told her. How do we know today that we have been for-
given? God tells us so in His Word. Isaiah 1:18; 43:25-26; 55:6-7; Acts 13:38
-39; Romans 4:7-8; Ephesians 4:32; and Hebrews 8:12. 
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